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Prologue
the many faces book

Search

Robbie Green
Friends

Subscribed

Message

Worked at Rox Studios on “So You Think You
Can Mime”? (Currently on hiatus)
Past Contestant on “Survivor: Mall of America”
(Voted off week 3)
Studied at USC Film School
Lives in Los Angeles, CA
Relationship status Single

Robbie Green Updated his status: Heading to the café to do some thinkin’
3 hours ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Robbie Green Updated his profile picture
12 hours ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Robbie Green Commented on his photo
album Tour of Rox Studios
2 days ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Robbie Green Updated his work experience: Looking for the right story to tell
1 week ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Recent Activity
Robbie shared a photo album: Tour of Rox
Studios
Robbie and Yuval Meir are now friends.
Robbie updated his family: Danny Green is
now brother, Sandra Green is now mother.
Robbie likes Mark Burnett Productions.
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Like • Comment • Share
3 people like this

Robbie Green As y’all can see I need some inspiration here! Bit of rut.

Yuval Meir Is that my café you’re sulkin’ in?

Robbie Green Ayup

Yuval Meir So, what’s the matter, director boy? Reality TV not doin’ it for you anymore?

Robbie Green Ayup squared

Sandra Green Sounds like you’re bored, bud.

Robbie Green Ayup cubed

Yuval Meir I may just have an idea for you. . .
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Prologue
Like • Comment • Share
18 people like this

Robbie Green What?

Yuval Meir Not what—where? No script, no prep. You just turn your camera on, and you’ll have
more stories than you know what to do with.
Danny Green Sounds kinda fun. Mind if I tag along, Robbie?

Robbie Green Sure. Yuval, dude. Details!

Yuval Meir You should know ahead of time—this place changes all the time, it’s endlessly
complex, and by the end, you may not want to leave.
Sandra Green San Francisco?

Yuval Meir Ha! Nope, my homeland. . .Israel!
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Like • Comment • Share
27 people like this

Yuval Meir Dude! You actually did it!

Danny Green Hey, I thought I was coming? h

Sandra Green Wow—talk about spontaneous. I don’t know where he gets it from. . .

Yuval Meir Well that’s the right attitude for where he’s heading!!!
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chapter 1

the people
MEET A
DIVERSE
GROUP OF
ISRAELIS
and How One
Made the
Harrowing
Escape From
Ethiopia to
Fulfill His
Zionist Dream

“In Israel, in order
to be a realist
you must believe
in miracles.”
—David Ben-Gurion,
Israel’s Founding Father
and First Prime Minister

ANOTHER
JEWISH HERO
Learn More
Page 12

ETHIOPIAN JEWS
IN ISRAEL
Discover Their
Inspiring Story
Page 8

Chapter 1: The People

Like • Comment • Share
18 people like this

Robbie Green Hey L.A.!!! I’ve been in Israel less than a day wandering the streets of Tel Aviv, and
I’ve already met 5 totally unique Israelis who are going to help me make my documentary about
the **Real** Israel!
Danny Green Cool!

Yuval Meir Where are u? I know T.A. like the back of my hand.

Robbie Green Near something called Shuk Ha Carmel.

Yuval Meir Oh, amazing. All the falafel near there is good. B’tay Avon!

Robbie Green Uh, what?

Yuval Meir Means bon appetite in Hebrew.

Robbie Green

A Meet my new Israeli friends: Tali, Solomon, Aaron, Omri, and Jameela.

Sandra Green Whoa! Everyone in that pic is Israeli?

Tali Levy Oh, yes. 100 years ago, when this market was just a sand dune my grandfather and a
few others stood near here one day, picked lots, and built the 1st new Jewish city in 2,000 years.
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Like • Comment • Share
18 people like this

Omri Hazan Me, too, but both my parents’ families came here from Morocco. My dad has been in
Dimona in the south as an engineer since coming to Israel.
Aaron Katz I grew up in LA—in Tarzana, CA—but am pretty new here myself.

Yuval Meir Wow, when did you make Aliyah?

Aaron Katz Came here junior year abroad, started studying with some amazing teachers—decided
to stay.
Danny Green Whoa! Big decision. Studying what?

Aaron Katz The Torah, 5 books of Moses, that sort of stuff. Now I’m trying to get into a special
army unit for religious guys. . .so I have some time to spare for a bit.
Robbie Green Wow, nice slice of life, brother. You didn’t tell me that!

Jameela Issa My husband and I live a few kilometers away in Ramle while I finish my degree in
computer technology at Tel Aviv U.
Sandra Green Are you Muslim?

Jameela Issa Yes. I am an Israeli-Arab.

Robbie Green Like I said, I want the whole story.

Jameela Issa Excellent! My family’s from the village of Sakhnin in the north, where they’ve lived
for generations. I’m looking forward to sharing what it’s like being an Arab in Israel.
Robbie Green

A Looking forward to it.

Solomon Barihun And there is me: I came here from the Gondar region of Ethiopia in ’91, with
my family—and about 14,000 others!
Yuval Meir Amazing, my brother.

Solomon Barihun Yup. We were Jews in Ethiopia for 2,000 years. We thought we were the only
Jews left in the world! When the rebels took control in Addis Ababa a bad situation for us got
worse. They gave us 24 hours to get out.
Aaron Katz That’s harsh!

4

Chapter 1: The People

Chapter 1: The People
Like • Comment • Share
18 people like this

Solomon Barihun No kidding. I remember sitting on my dad’s lap in an El Al jet stripped of all its
seats, trembling, with hundreds more crammed in all around us. We’d never seen a plane before,
didn’t even know what it was, and we were terrified.
Jameela Issa Not even flying overhead?

Solomon Barihun We lived in a place we describe in Hebrew: “At the end of the world, and to the
left.” (sof b’olam . . . smol)
Tali Levy Whoa, I am so inspired!

Solomon Barihun My dad told me that we came to Ethiopia with Queen Bathsheba many
years ago, and now we’re returning to our home, to Zion. . .flying back on the wings of eagles.
Tali Levy Robbie, how long did you say you are staying for?

Robbie Green Week

Tali Levy Ha! Good luck with
that. Not even close to enough
time. Especially cuz there’s no
such thing as a typical Israeli.
Jameela Issa That’s for sure.

Solomon Barihun Or a typical
Jew! Check out this photo
montage and try to guess who
is Jewish?
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Search

Solomon Barihun
Friends

Subscribed

Message

Studied at Ono College
Lives in Sakhnin, Israel
From Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Married to Shoshana Barihun

Solomon Barihun Commented on Tali
Levy’s album Tour of Israel
4 hours ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Recent Activity
Solomon likes Maccabbi Tel Aviv Basketball.
Solomon listened to Gal Galatz Army Radio.
Solomon and Robbie Green, Tali Levy, Omri

Solomon Barihun Was tagged in the
album Barihun Family
3 weeks ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Solomon Barihun University here I come!
2 years ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Solomon Barihun Joined the Israel
Defense Forces
6 years ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .
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Hazan, Aaron Katz, and Jameela Issa are now
friends.
Solomon subscribed to Shlomo Molla,
Member of Knesset’s updates.

Chapter 1: The People

Like • Comment • Share
10 people like this

Solomon Barihun Check out the beautiful Carmel Mountains—the area of the north where I live!

Robbie Green Did you always live there?

Solomon Barihun No. When Jews come home to Israel, we’re granted immediate citizenship. If you
come with nothing like my family, you go to an Immigrant Absorption center.
Robbie Green Whoa, and do what?

Solomon Barihun Learn Hebrew, mainly. It’s called an Ulpan. Took me about 6 months.

Omri Hazan I doubt I could learn a new language that fast. I have a hard enough time with English.

Aaron Katz Yeah, I still am not really fluent in Hebrew!

Robbie Green What happened after your Ulpan?
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Like • Comment • Share
10 people like this

Solomon Barihun Nothing too dramatic. Finished school, joined the army. That’s where you learn
the real Hebrew! Then I knew I wanted to give back, be a pioneer like those before me, so I settled
in a small town in the north. It’s in the Galilee region, home to a lot of Arab villages and the most
beautiful land in Israel.
Jameela Issa That’s true. I’ve got lots of family in that area.

Tali Levy Amazing, Solomon!

Robbie Green It’s gor-ge-ous! Too bad I won’t be able to see it on this trip.

Solomon Barihun No worries, Robbie. There’s always next year.

Robbie Green Amen, brother. Laters.

Solomon Barihun Do me a favor, check out these articles “Once They Were Kings” and “On
Eagle’s Wings”—they do a good job telling the Ethiopian-Jewish story.
Robbie Green Will do!

Once They Were Kings

O

nce they were kings. A half million
strong, they matched their faith with
fervor and out-matched the Muslim and Christian tribesmen around
them to rule the mountain highlands around
Lake Tana. They called themselves Beta Israel—the
house of Israel—and used the Torah to guide their
prayers and memories of the heights of Jerusalem
as they lived in their thatched huts in Ethiopia.
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But their neighbors called them Falashas—the alien
ones, the invaders. Even though they had ruled
for 300 years and had the same black features of
all the people around them, it was not enough
to make the Jews of Ethiopia secure governors of
their destiny in Africa.

Chapter 1: The People

On Eagle’s Wings

I

n the early 1980s, Ethiopia forbade the
practice of Judaism and the teaching of Hebrew. Numerous members of the Beta Israel
were imprisoned on fabricated charges of
being Zionist spies, and Jewish religious leaders, Kesim, were harassed and monitored by the
government. Under a news blackout for security
reasons, Operation Moses began on November
18, 1984, and ended six weeks later on January 5,
1985. In that time, almost 8,000 Jews were rescued
and brought to Israel.
But when news leaked about the rescue, Arab
governments forced Sudan, where the airlifts
were happening, to close the doors. By the end of
Operation Moses, about two-thirds of the Jewish
Ethiopian community was still in Ethiopia.
In 1985, then Vice President George Bush arranged
a CIA-sponsored follow-up mission to Operation
Moses. Operation Joshua brought an additional
800 Beta Israel from Sudan to Israel.

Rebels claimed control of the capital Addis Ababa
in 1991 and opened the door again—a crack. The
Likud government of Yitzhak Shamir authorized a special permit for Israeli airline El Al to
fly on the Jewish Sabbath. On Friday, May 24,
and continuing nonstop for 36 hours, a total of
34 El Al jumbo jets and Hercules C-130s—seats
removed to accommodate the maximum number
of Ethiopians—began a new chapter in the struggle
for the freedom of Ethiopian Jewry.
Operation Solomon ended almost as quickly as it
began. Timing was crucial, since any delay by Israel could have allowed the rebels to hold the Jews as
bargaining chips with Israel or the United States.
A total of 14,324 Ethiopian Jews were rescued and
resettled in Israel, a modern exodus of the grandest design.
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3 people like this

Solomon Barihun Check out this map—makes me laugh when I think about how tiny Israel is, yet
still the Promised Land for so many!
Robbie Green Where in the world?

Omri Hazan It’s all of the Middle East buddy

A

Robbie Green Oh, sorry. I’m still a bit jet lagged. . .

Solomon Barihun Ha! Exactly.

Tali Levy We’re somewhere in the middle there.
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check in,
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out

Chapter
Chapter 1:1: The
The People
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Yonaton (Yoni) Netenyahu
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Search

Yonaton (Yoni) Netenyahu
Worked as Commander, Sayeret Matkal, Israeli Defense Forces
Born in New York City, NY
Lived in Jerusalem, Israel
Studied at Harvard University
Graduated from Hebrew University

Yoni Netenyahu Commented on his
album Life on the Base: “Always
preparing”
37 years ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Recent Activity
Yoni shared a photo album: Life on the
Base
Yoni shared a photo album: Day Trip to
Biblical Gideon

Yoni Netenyahu Taking Bruria out for a
nice dinner
38 years ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Yoni Netenyahu Awarded Medal of
Distinguished Service, Israel’s third
highest military decoration, for wartime
conduct during the Yom Kippur War
40 years ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .
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Yoni updated his relationship status: Yoni
is now In a Relationship (with Bruria).
Yoni updated his family: Benjamin (Bibi)
Netenyahu as brother.

Yoni Netenyahu Transferred to Hebrew
University
45 years ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .
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Yonaton Netanyahu

W

hen Yoni was born on March 13, 1946,
in New York City, his parents, Benzion
and Cela, were working for the creation
of a Jewish State on behalf of the New Zionist
Organization. The family moved back and forth a
few times from America to Israel and back again.

Enlistment in the Israel
Defense Forces
In June 1964, following his graduation from college, Yoni returned to Israel. Upon being drafted
into the Israeli Defense Forces for his obligatory
military service, Yoni volunteered for the paratroopers. He proved to be a superb soldier, undergoing
the grueling training sessions with relative ease and
excelling in all the various courses. He was sent to Officers’ Training School, from which he graduated first in
his class. Yoni then became a platoon commander in the
paratroopers. With the growing escalation of terrorist attacks from across the borders, he saw action in a retaliatory raid on a Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO)
stronghold in the West Bank, then held by Jordan.
In January 31, 1967, Yoni was discharged. He had
already been accepted to Harvard University for the
fall of 1967, and now with time on his hands, he was
brushing up on his studies and reading works of literature and philosophy.
In May 1967, dramatic events were unfolding in the
Middle East. Egypt closed the Straits of Tiran to Israeli
ships and moved its army into the Sinai Desert. The
Arab world openly declared its intention to destroy
the state of Israel. War was imminent, and Yoni, along
with numerous other reservists, was mobilized. When

war finally broke out on June 5, Yoni
took part in the fierce and pivotal battle of Um Katef at the Sinai. A few days
later, he participated in battles on the
Golan Heights. On the last day of the
war he was wounded in his arm, while
reaching out to help a wounded comrade. He crawled back to Israeli lines
and survived.
Following the war, Yoni enrolled in
Harvard University to study philosophy. But something kept calling him
back to Israel, and he transferred to Hebrew University.

Return to the Service
in “The Unit”
Although he was now in Israel, Yoni
felt he had to do more than just live
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Yonaton Netanyahu,
in Israel, especially when the army was desperately
looking for experienced officers. By the middle of the
school year, he made up his mind to enlist once more
in the army. Both his brothers had by then returned
to Israel, and Benjamin (Bibi) had become a veteran
soldier in Israel’s elite commando unit, Sayeret Matkal (known briefly as “The Unit”). Yoni applied for
membership in the same unit. He was immediately
accepted and assumed the command of a squad. His
remarkable abilities, as well as his future potential,
were soon recognized by the commander of The
Unit, and he eventually became deputy commander
of Sayeret Matkal.

Yom Kippur War to Entebbe
After the Yom Kippur War, in June 1975, Yoni left his
armored brigade to become commander of Sayeret
Matkal. During his year of command there, he was
in charge of many operations. Of these, all but one
remained secret—the raid on Entebbe, where he met
his death.
On June 27 an Air France airliner, whose flight originated in Israel, was hijacked over Europe by Arab and
German gunmen. The plane eventually landed in Entebbe, Uganda, where President Idi Amin was waiting
for the terrorists and received them with open arms.
The hostages were held captive by the terrorists and a
contingent of Ugandan soldiers at the Old Terminal
in the Entebbe International Airport. The terrorists
warned that if their demands to release more than 50
terrorists from jail were not met, the hostages would
be killed.
On July 1, Yoni received orders to plan and prepare his
unit for the mission to Entebbe. He quickly sat down
with a few of his officers and drew up a preliminary
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continued

plan. Within hours, a fake “terminal”
was built from canvas, and The Unit
started preparing and rehearsing for
the raid. As new information came in,
Yoni made revisions to his plan. During the following hectic day of further
planning and preparations, Yoni met
with Defense Minister Shimon Peres,
who summoned him to his office for
a meeting to ask him what he thought
were the chances of success. Yoni’s answer was confident and positive. By the
next night, The Unit was ready for a
“grand rehearsal,” which was conducted before the Chief of Staff.
At noon the following day, on July 3,
the Israeli government, under Yitzhak
Rabin, met in a special session. After
hearing the Chief of Staff ’s presentation, the ministers engaged in a long
debate and finally, by unanimous vote,
approved the mission.
The Israeli force of four Hercules transport planes took off from Sharm El

Chapter 1: The People

Yonaton Netanyahu,

continued

the exchange of fire, and a fourth was
later murdered by Idi Amin’s men.)
Yoni’s body was placed inside the
plane, which then took off to safety
in Kenya. From there it proceeded to
Israel. Only a few of the hostages may
have realized that the fallen soldier lying at the front of their plane was the
commander of the force responsible
for saving them.

Sheikh, at the southern tip of the Sinai Desert, heading for Africa. The Unit’s force took over three of
these planes, with the lead one carrying Yoni and his
initial assault party of 29 men. At the stroke of midnight, Ugandan time, on July 4, 1976, the first plane
landed at Entebbe airport. Yoni and his men, driving in a Mercedes and two Land Rovers, which were
meant to simulate a Ugandan force, got off the plane
and proceeded to the Old Terminal, where the hostages were held. Contact was soon made with Ugandan soldiers. A brief battle ensued with the Ugandans
and terrorists, following which the terrorists in the
building were killed and the hostages freed. During
the battle, Yoni was hit in the chest and lay critically
wounded outside the main hall where the hostages
were held.
The efforts of the medical team to revive Yoni were
of no avail. He died at the entrance to the evacuation plane, as the hostages were being herded inside.
Yoni was the only man of the rescue force to die.
(Three out of the 106 hostages were killed during

Yoni was buried on Mt. Herzl, alongside
the grave of David Elazar, Chief of Staff
during the Yom Kippur War. Thousands
attended Yoni’s funeral. Yoni’s name,
until then virtually unknown beyond
the army, became famous throughout Israel overnight. His deeds, his
thoughts and reflections—brought to
light in his posthumous and bestselling book of letters—remain a source of
inspiration for many in his country and
around the globe.
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THE PEOPLE
1. “In Israel, in order to be a realist you must believe in miracles.” Now that you’ve read about “The
People,” try to explain this statement from Israel’s first Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
2. If Yonaton Netanyahu had delivered the eulogy at his own funeral, how would he connect the last
moments of his life to the overall meaning or purpose of his life?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
3. Yoni Netanyahu, Solomon, Tali and Aaron are all Israelis.
Fill in the blank with single or multiple words:
All Israelis ______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Not all Israelis __________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
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chapter 2

the story
FOLLOW A
NATIVE
ISRAELI
as She Takes
You on the
Journey of the
Jewish People
to Israel and Her
2,000-Year-Old
Roots

“If you will it,
it is not a dream.”
—Theodore Herzl,
Father of Zionism

ANOTHER
JEWISH HERO
Learn More
Page 28

EARLY
SETTLERS
Where Did They
Enter Israel?
Page 22
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Search

Tali Levy
Friends

Subscribed

Message

Worked at The Real Israel Tour Company
Studied at The Open University
Lives in Tel Aviv, Israel
Married to Ari Levy

Tali Levy Commented on her album
Tour of Israel
2 hours ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Recent Activity
Tali shared a photo album: Tour of Israel.
Tali and Robbie Olsen are now friends.
Tali shared a photo album Yoni turns 2!

Tali Levy Wondering when social and
economic justice will be seen
1 week ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Tali Levy So happy to welcome my son
Yoni Levy to the world
2 years ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Tali Levy Best wedding party ever!
Thanks to everyone who came to
celebrate with me and Ari
3 years ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Tali subscribed to Shelly Yachimovich, Chair
of Labor Party’s updates.
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Like • Comment • Share
3 people like this

Tali Levy Here is Tel Aviv, where I live with 400,000 of my closest friends!

Robbie Green And I thought my follower count was impressive.

Tali Levy Ha! My family’s been here in Tel Aviv since my Sabba’s Abba (Granddad’s dad) bought a
sand dune in 1909, and our ancestors have lived in this land for over 2,000 years.
Robbie Green Must have been quite a story

Tali Levy We still tell it! Truth is, I can’t imagine living anywhere else.

Robbie Green Where are you right now?

Tali Levy You’ll love it! I am bringing you to the boardwalk by the beach. We call it the Tayelet. It’s
packed with Israelis of every kind, playing paddle ball, swimming. . .

20

Chapter 2: The Story

Chapter 2: The Story
Like • Comment • Share
3 people like this

Solomon Barihun Hey, I was just there yesterday—great pic.

Omri Hazan I am the master of paddle ball, or as we call it Matkot.

Aaron Katz Best part of Tel Aviv: seeing the diversity of Israel in full force.

Robbie Green Now I know where my next movie’s going to be shot!

Tali Levy

A

Aliyah Chart

21

Like • Comment • Share
2 people like this

Tali Levy Check out this picture of the Jordan River!

Jameela Issa Triple like!

Robbie Green I can’t believe how small that is! It makes the LA River look like the Nile!

Tali Levy Funny you mention the Nile because the Jordan River is also a big part of our history.
This is the oldest of many places where Jews entered the land of Israel. Our original port, so to
speak.
Solomon Barihun My father used to tell me this was the most important river in the Promised
Land for us Jews.
Robbie Green Too bad that movie has already been made.

Tali Levy And like the Nile, the story goes that when Joshua led the Israelites into The Promised
Land through the Jordan River, the water was too deep and wide to cross, so he had the Ark of the
Covenant brought into the middle of the current, and immediately the waters receded, and the
people walked through on dry land. Sounds familiar, no?
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Like • Comment • Share
3 people like this

Aaron Katz Oh, right! That’s why we were known as Hebrews, Ivrim, which from the Hebrew
“La’avor,” means to cross. They “crossed over.”
Omri Hazan Nerd alert!

Jameela Issa Hmmm. Learn something new every day!

Robbie Green You said it, sister!
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6 people like this

Tali Levy One of my favorite places the Port of Jaffa. So pretty, so much culture, and so much
history. This was another important point of entry into the Land of Israel.
Robbie Green Is that a mosque I see?

Omri Hazan I SAID: Nerd alert!

Tali Levy What can I say, it’s my job? And yes, Robbie, Jaffa has been important to Muslims,
Christians and Jews for as long as anyone can remember.
Aaron Katz Like the Bible stories about Jonah and the Whale and Simon the Tanner!

Tali Levy Exactly. The story of the Land of Israel is not only the story of the Jews. Jesus of
Nazareth was born in the Judean town of Bethlehem, just outside Jerusalem. He was born at a
tumultuous time in the history of this land.
Robbie Green Best Israeli tour guide ever!
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Like • Comment • Share
4 people like this

Tali Levy This is the beautifully renovated Ben-Gurion International Airport, and it’s interesting
to me because it’s the new “port” of entry for tourists like you or new immigrants like Aaron and
Solomon!
Solomon Barihun I have a great photo of my family kissing the ground there the first time they
came into Israel after being rescued.
Aaron Katz Ah, yes. Greatest day of my life. The day I officially became Israeli.

Tali Levy Yup, yup. The dream of Zionists that Israel would be the homeland of the Jewish people,
and Jews could return to their land.
Aaron Katz You should check out this article: “The Ties That Bind: Jews Coming Through the
Centuries.”
Jameela Issa An airport like this also simply means all people can travel and see the world.
Three more months until vacation!

Like • Comment • Share
4 people like this

Omri Hazan Me, too. When I finish my army service that’s where I’ll head. Me and my buddies
already have our flight ticket around the world booked.
Robbie Green Where are you going, Jameela?

Jameela Issa Greece!

Omri Hazan I was there a few years back during school vacation.

Robbie Green Awesome!

The Ties That Bind:
Jews Connecting Through the Centuries

J

ewish civilization was already more than promise between God and the Jewish people in
1,000 years old when the Romans con- the Torah, which dates back thousands of years.
quered Judea, but the Jews safeguarded The Hebrew language, the Torah, the laws in
their unique heritage for the next two the Talmud, the Jewish calendar, and Jewish
millennia. No matter how far they wandered, holidays and festivals all originated in ancient
how much they adapted to their host societies Israel and revolve around its seasons, way of life
or how much they were persecuted, Jews main- and history. Zion and Jerusalem are mentioned
tained their identity. Jews have always identi- 809 times in the Hebrew Bible. When Israel was
fied with Zion, the Jewish homeland. It is at re-established in 1948, Jews everywhere came to
the core of Jewembrace Israel
ish history, reliand once again
“Jews prefer being prisoners in Jerusalem
gious texts and
recognize it as
to
enjoying
the
freedom
they
could
acquire
identity.
the center of
elsewhere….The love of the Jews for the
Jewish life and
Many Jews concontinuity.
Holy Land which they lost…
sider title to the
is unbelievable.”
land to be at
the heart of the
—Jesuit Father Michael Naud on his pilgrimage
to the Holy Land, 1674
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The Balfour Declaration
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Golda (Meyerson) Meir
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Search

Golda (Meyerson) Meir
Worked at Prime Minister, State of Israel
Worked at Picking Almonds at Kibbutz Merhavya in the Jezreel Valley
Lived in Jerusalem, Israel
Lived in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
From Kiev, Ukraine

Golda Meir Appreciative for receiving
the Israel Prize
36 years ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Recent Activity
Golda likes Yitzhak Rabin’s status.
Golda removed Prime Minister, State of
Israel from her work.
Golda and Richard Nixon, Henry Kissinger

Golda Meir Declared War on Syria,
Egypt, and Jordan
39 years ago
Like • Comment

are now friends.
Golda shared an album My Secret Trip to
Jordan Disguised as an Arab Woman.

Write a comment. . .

Golda Meir Appeals to the world to
bring the Black September murderers
at the Munich Olympics to justice
38 years ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .
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Golda Meir Signed the Israeli Declaration
of Independence with 37 others (including
only 1 other woman)
64 years ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .
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Golda Meir

Profile of an Israeli Pioneer

G

olda Meir was born in Kiev in 1898. Economic
hardship forced her family to emigrate to the
United States in 1906, where they settled in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

In high school she joined the Zionist group, Poalei Zion
(Workers of Zion). She immigrated to British Mandate
Palestine in 1921 with her husband, Morris Myerson,
and settled in Kibbutz Merhavya.
Moving to Tel Aviv in 1924, she became an official of
the Histadrut Trade Union and served in a managerial
post with the union’s construction corporation, Solel
Boneh. Between 1932 and 1934, she worked as an emissary in the United States, serving as secretary of the
Hechalutz women’s organization; she also became secretary of the Histadrut’s Action Committee and later
of its policy section.

Ensuring Israel’s Voice Was
Heard Worldwide
When the pre-state British Mandatory Authorities imprisoned most of
the Jewish community’s
senior leadership in 1946,
Meir replaced Moshe Sharett as head of the Jewish
Agency’s Political Department, the chief Jewish
liaison with the British.
Elected to the Executive of
the Jewish Agency, she was
active in fundraising in the
United States to help cover

the costs of the Israeli War of Independence and became one of the state’s
most effective spokespeople.
In 1948, David Ben-Gurion appointed
Golda Meir to be a
member of the Provisional Government.
A few days before
the Declaration of
Independence, BenGurion sent her disguised as an Arab
on a hazardous mission to persuade
King Abdullah of
Jordan not to attack
Israel. But the King
had already decided
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Golda Meir,

continued

his army would invade the Jewish state following the
British departure.
In June 1948, Meir was appointed Israel’s Ambassador
to the Soviet Union. Elected to the Knesset as a Mapai
member in 1949, she served as Minister of Labor and
National Insurance until 1956. In June 1956, she became Foreign Minister, a post she held until January
1966. As Foreign Minister, Meir was the architect of
Israel’s attempt to create bridges to the emerging independent countries of Africa via an assistance program
based on practical Israeli experience in nation building. She also tried to cement relations with the United
States and was successful in creating extensive bilateral relations with Latin American countries.

Meir Succeeds as Prime Minister
Between 1966 and 1968, she served as Secretary General
of Mapai, and then as the first Secretary General of
the newly formed Labor Party. When Prime Minister
Levi Eshkol died suddenly in early 1969, the 71-yearold Meir assumed the post of Premier, becoming
the world’s third female Prime Minister (after Sirimavo Bandaranaike of Sri Lanka and Indira Gandhi
of India).
As Prime Minister she inherited Eshkol’s second
National Unity Government administration, but this
broke up over the question of continuing the ceasefire with Egypt in the absence of a peace treaty. She
then continued in office with the Alignment (Labor
and Mapam), the National Religious Party and the
Independent Liberals.
The major event of her administration was the Yom
Kippur War, which broke out with massive coordinated Egyptian and Syrian assaults against Israel on
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October 6, 1973. As the postwar Agranant Inquiry Commission established,
the Israeli Defense Forces and the government had erred seriously in their assessment of Arab intentions.
Although she and the Labor Party
won the elections (postponed due to
the war until December 31, 1973), she
resigned in 1974 in favor of Yitzhak
Rabin. She passed away in December
1978 and was buried on Mount Herzl
in Jerusalem.
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THE STORY
1. “A Jew would rather be a prisoner in Zion than a king anywhere else.” Explain this opinion.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
2. Describe two difficulties faced by Jews living in the Diaspora.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
3. “Golda Meir is the ‘classic’ Israeli story.” Explain.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
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president of 200 million
people; I am Prime Minister
of 460,000 Prime Ministers.”
—David Ben-Gurion to Harry Truman
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Aaron Katz Shared a link: The
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Aaron shared a photo album: Arrival to Israel
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Jerusalem, Israel
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Write a comment. . .

Aaron Katz Is Studying Abroad in Israel
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2 years ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Aaron Katz Listened to Matisyahu
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Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

T

The Beginnings of Christianity and the
Rule of the Romans

he Romans officially took over control
of Israel, then called Judea, in the beginning of the Common Era. Roman
rule continued for several centuries,
until 636 CE. During the Roman occupation, a
Jewish teacher, Jesus of Nazareth, preached Jewish religious and ethical laws. This preaching was
threatening to those in power, and he was executed by the Romans. Jesus’ followers continued his
teachings, and the Christian faith was born. Eventually, Christianity was spread throughout the
known world. It became one of the world’s great
religions based on the belief that Jesus was sent
by God to save mankind through Christian faith.
The Roman occupation was a destructive force.
From 66 to 74 CE, the Jews revolted. In response,
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the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the Second
Temple in 70 CE. All Jews were expelled from Jerusalem, which the Romans renamed Aelia Capitolina in an attempt to discourage Jewish attachment
to the city. Following the second revolt (132–135
CE) the Jewish population in Israel was exiled
from the land. The Romans renamed the area
Palestine, after the Philistines, an ancient tribe
that had once inhabited a coastal strip near the
modern city of Ashkelon. This was the Romans’
attempt to remove from the Jews any national feeling for the Land of Israel. However, Jews did not
accept their dispossession from their land and retained the named Eretz Yisrael—the Land of Israel.
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Like • Comment • Share
16 people like this

Aaron Katz I live in Jerusalem with 850,000 of my holiest friends—and I, too, can’t imagine living
anywhere else! Where is my favorite place—where else? The Kotel.
Robbie Green Great pic. I know that’s the Western Wall, but what’s the Kotel?

Aaron Katz Ha! Same thing. Kotel means “Wall,” referencing the Western retaining wall of the
ancient beloved Temple of the Jewish people.
Solomon Barihun I love it at the Kotel on Friday, just before sundown. The world stops and the
Sabbath—Shabbat in Hebrew—begins 25 hours of a complete break from the working world.
Aaron Katz When I go with the boys from the Yeshiva, we begin dancing in a snake path down
from the upper city.
Robbie Green Whoa. Who knew?

Tali Levy This is where I was sworn into the IDF—Israel Defense Forces.

Aaron Katz That’s right, those guys and girls down there know that our tiny country has four
borders with other countries. Two of those borders are with nations still officially at war with us,
at war with the very idea of our existence.
Omri Hazan Nachon. Right. The job for us soldiers is simple: Defend our borders so our family
and friends at home can live as a free people.
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Like • Comment • Share
3 people like this

Aaron Katz I know this is a heavy subject, but this is Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, a museum of
education and remembrance for the 6 million Jews that were killed in the Nazi Holocaust.
Omri Hazan May God bless their memories.

Robbie Green I could barely keep it together when I went through the Children’s Memorial and
the 1.5 million names were coming at me from the darkness.
Aaron Katz Such a grim time period in Jewish history is understood to be the culmination of
centuries of anti-Semitic violence against the Jewish people.
Tali Levy Yad Vashem ensures that no one forgets the plight of the Jewish people and why we
need our own homeland to guarantee nothing like it ever happens again.
Aaron Katz Robbie, you really should read about the Dreyfus Affair to understand a little bit
about how this all came about.
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Dreyfus Affair

A

lfred Dreyfus, an obscure captain in
the French army, came from a Jewish
family. In 1894, secret French Army information was passed to the German
army. Dreyfus came under suspicion, probably
because he was a Jew. Despite his protests of innocence, he was found guilty of treason in a secret military court-martial, during which he was
denied the right to examine the evidence against
him. The army stripped him of his rank in a humiliating ceremony and shipped him off to life
imprisonment on Devil’s Island, a penal colony
located off the coast of South America.
Dreyfus seemed destined to die in disgrace. He had
few defenders, and anti-Semitism was rampant in
the French army. Time after time, evidence was
shown that, in fact, the guilty party was a soldier
named Walter Esterhazy, but Dreyfus’ appeals
went nowhere, and he languished in prison.

“The Affair” might have ended then but for the determined intervention of the novelist Émile Zola,
who published his denunciation (“J’accuse!”) of
the army cover-up in a daily newspaper. In September 1899, the president of France pardoned
Dreyfus, thereby making it possible for him to return to Paris, but he had to wait until 1906—12
years after the case had begun—to be exonerated
of the charges, after which he was restored to his
former military rank.
An Austrian Jewish journalist covering the trial
was shocked by the rabid anti-Semitism in the trial and in the crowds outside. He was so shocked
that he decided to give up journalism and his
first love, the theatre, to give himself over completely to the dream of a Jewish national homeland. That man’s name was Theodore Herzl, the
father of modern Zionism.

Did You Know?

I

Nostra Aetate

n 1965, the Second Vatican Council made
historic changes to church policies and theology. Among them was Nostra Aetate, Latin
for “In Our Time,” a document that revolutionized the Catholic Church’s approach to Jews
and Judaism after nearly 2,000 years of pain and
sorrow.
Section four of Nostra Aetate repudiates the centuries-old “deicide” charge (leveled against Jews by
Christians for having killed Jesus of Nazareth),
stresses the religious bond shared by Jews and
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Catholics, and reaffirms the eternal covenant between God and the People of Israel.
For the first time in history, Nostra Aetate called for
Catholics and Jews to engage in friendly dialogue
and biblical and theological discussions to better
understand each other’s faith. In 1979, a new pontiff was appointed to lead the Church. Pope John
Paul II was a native of Poland whose best friend
in childhood was Jewish, leading this Pope to declare, “Anti-Semitism is a sin.”
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Like • Comment • Share
5 people like this

Aaron Katz Believe it or not, behind this craziness is our parliamentary building, the Knesset.
People describe Israel’s political democracy as “vibrant”—but that’s putting it mildly!
Tali Levy Ha, for sure. In the last elections, we could choose from over 20 political parties with
serious platforms on religion, the economy, peace, welfare, etc.
Aaron Katz We even have the Meditation Party (“Ten minutes of meditation will bring peace to
the Middle East!”), Balad (an Arab party that opposes Zionism), and The Green Leaf Party (their one
platform is trying to legalize marijuana).
Robbie Green Wow. We can barely figure it out with 2 parties in the States!

Omri Hazan And if you want to see arguing, you came to the right place

Solomon Barihun Everyone knows our Knesset members debate each other so passionately,
they’ll take off a shoe and bang it on the table to get your attention.
Tali Levy Ladies and gentlemen, Israel’s national legislature!

Robbie Green I didn’t see this commotion when we were there. What’s going on?

Aaron Katz That’s what is even more amazing. On the same street, you’ll see passionate political
rallies any time of the week, like today. The Israeli Prime Minister’s residence is in the middle of a
residential neighborhood. You can sit at the corner café and watch them roll out to the Knesset in
the morning.
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2013 Election Results
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Like • Comment • Share
22 people like this

Tali Levy Hey Aaron, you don’t exactly fit in with the look of our founding fathers who were in
that room declaring our independence to the world all those years ago.
Aaron Katz Well, having been born in the USA—the origin of modern democracy—it’s amazing to
me how similar Israel is to America.
Robbie Green Really? How so?

Aaron Katz Just take the 2 Declarations of Independence. You see the same basic principle in
each. Can you figure it out?
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check in,
check it
out

American Declaration of Independence

Israel Declaration of Independence

When in the Course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands
which have connected them with another and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the
causes which impel them to the separation.

The land of Israel was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their spiritual, religious and national identity
was formed. Here they achieved independence and created a culture of national and universal significance.
Here they wrote and gave the Bible to the world.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.—
That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed,—That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is
the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and
to institute new Government, laying its foundation
on such principles and organizing its powers in such
form, as to them shall seem most likely to affect their
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate
that Governments long established should not be
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn that mankind are more
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable than to
right themselves by abolishing the forms to which
they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses
and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute
Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw
off such Government, and to provide new Guards
for their future security.—Such has been the patient
sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former
Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated
injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object
continued on next page

Exiled from Palestine, the Jewish people remained
faithful to it in all the countries of their dispersion,
never ceasing to pray and hope for their return and the
restoration of their national freedom.
Impelled by this historic association, Jews strove
throughout the centuries to go back to the land of
their fathers and regain their statehood. In recent
decades they returned in masses. They reclaimed the
wilderness, revived their language, built cities and villages and established a vigorous and ever-growing
community with its own economic and cultural life.
They sought peace yet were ever prepared to defend
themselves. They brought the blessing of progress to
all inhabitants of the country.
In the year 1897 the First Zionist Congress, inspired by
Theodor Herzl’s vision of the Jewish State, proclaimed
the right of the Jewish people to national revival in
their own country.
This right was acknowledged by the Balfour Declaration of November 2, 1917, and re-affirmed by the
Mandate of the League of Nations, which gave explicit
international recognition to the historic connection of
the Jewish people with Palestine and their right to reconstitute their National Home.
The Nazi Holocaust, which engulfed millions of Jews
in Europe, proved anew the urgency of the re-establishment of the Jewish state, which would solve the
problem of Jewish homelessness by opening the gates
to all Jews and lifting the Jewish people to equality in
the family of nations.
continued on next page

American Declaration of Independence, cont.

Israel Declaration of Independence, cont.

the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these
States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid
world.

The survivors of the European catastrophe, as well as
Jews from other lands, proclaiming their right to a life
of dignity, freedom and labor, and undeterred by hazards, hardships and obstacles, have tried unceasingly
to enter Palestine.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.
He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in
their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and
when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend
to them.
He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people
would relinquish the right of Representation in the
Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.
He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual,
uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their
Public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them
into compliance with his measures. He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly
firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.
He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions,
to cause others to be elected, whereby the Legislative
Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the
People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in
the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion
from without, and convulsions within.
He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these
States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.
He has obstructed the Administration of Justice by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary Powers.
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone for
the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries. He has erected a multitude of
New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our people and eat out their substance.
continued on next page
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In the Second World War the Jewish people in Palestine made a full contribution in the struggle of the
freedom-loving nations against the Nazi evil. The sacrifices of their soldiers and the efforts of their workers
gained them title to rank with the peoples who founded the United Nations.
On November 29, 1947, the General Assembly of the
United Nations adopted a Resolution for the establishment of an independent Jewish State in Palestine,
and called upon the inhabitants of the country to take
such steps as may be necessary on their part to put the
plan into effect.
This recognition by the United Nations of the right of
the Jewish people to establish their independent State
may not be revoked. It is, moreover, the self-evident
right of the Jewish people to be a nation, as all other
nations, in its own sovereign State.
ACCORDINGLY, WE, the members of the National
Council, representing the Jewish people in Palestine and
the Zionist movement of the world, met together in solemn assembly today, the day of the termination of the
British mandate for Palestine, by virtue of the natural
and historic right of the Jewish and of the Resolution of
the General Assembly of the United Nations,
HEREBY PROCLAIM the establishment of the Jewish
State in Palestine, to be called ISRAEL.
WE HEREBY DECLARE that as from the termination
of the Mandate at midnight, this night of the 14th
and 15th May, 1948, and until the setting up of the
duly elected bodies of the State in accordance with a
Constitution, to be drawn up by a Constituent Assembly not later than the first day of October, 1948, the
present National Council shall act as the provisional
administration, shall constitute the Provisional Government of the State of Israel.
continued on next page
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American Declaration of Independence, cont.

Israel Declaration of Independence, cont.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing
Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.

THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be open to the immigration of Jews from all countries of their dispersion; will
promote the development of the country for the benefit of all its inhabitants; will be based on the precepts of
liberty, justice and peace taught by the Hebrew Prophets; will uphold the full social and political equality
of all its citizens, without distinction of race, creed or
sex; will guarantee full freedom of conscience, worship,
education and culture; will safeguard the sanctity and
inviolability of the shrines and Holy Places of all religions; and will dedicate itself to the principles of the
Charter of the United Nations.

He has affected to render the Military independent of
and superior to the Civil Power.
He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of
pretended Legislation:
For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on
the Inhabitants of these States:
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us in many cases, of the benefit of Trial
by Jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences:
For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it
at once an example and fit instrument for introducing
the same absolute rule into these Colonies
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most
valuable Laws and altering fundamentally the Forms
of our Governments:
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring
themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all
cases whatsoever.
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us
out of his Protection and waging War against us.
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt
our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.
He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign
Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation,
continued on next page

THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be ready to cooperate
with the organs and representatives of the United Nations in the implementation of the Resolution of the
Assembly of November 29, 1947, and will take steps
to bring about the Economic Union over the whole of
Palestine.
We appeal to the United Nations to assist the Jewish
people in the building of its State and to admit Israel
into the family of nations.
In the midst of wanton aggression, we yet call upon the
Arab inhabitants of the State of Israel to return to the
ways of peace and play their part in the development of
the State, with full and equal citizenship and due representation in its bodies and institutions - provisional
or permanent.
We offer peace and unity to all the neighboring states
and their peoples, and invite them to cooperate with
the independent Jewish nation for the common good
of all.
continued on next page

Our call goes out the Jewish people all over the world
to rally to our side in the task of immigration and development and to stand by us in the great struggle for
the fulfillment of the dream of generations - the redemption of Israel.
With trust in Almighty God, we set our hand to this
Declaration, at this Session of the Provisional State
Council, in the city of Tel Aviv, on this Sabbath eve,
the fifth of Iyar, 5708, the fourteenth day of May, 1948.

American Declaration of Independence, cont.
and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty
& Perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages,
and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.
He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive
on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to
become the executioners of their friends and Brethren,
or to fall themselves by their Hands.
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and
has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our
frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages whose known
rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all
ages, sexes and conditions.
In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned
for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated
Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury.
A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act
which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a
free people.
Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We
have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity,
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and we have conjured them by the ties of our common
kindred to disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence.
They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of
consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the
necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold
them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War,
in Peace Friends.
We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States
of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing
to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of
our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the
good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and
declare, That these united Colonies are, and of Right
ought to be Free and Independent States, that they are
Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and
that all political connection between them and the State
of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and
that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things
which Independent States may of right do.—And for the
support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the
protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge
to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred
Honor.
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are now friends.
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Natan Sharansky Sentenced to prison
for treason in the USSR for trying to
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Natan Sharansky

Profile of an Israeli Pioneer

N

atan Sharansky was born on January 20, 1948,
in Donetsk, Ukraine, where his father was a
journalist for a Communist Party newspaper. A good student, he was admitted to the Moscow Physical Technical Institute, where he studied
mathematics and computer science. Upon graduation in 1972 he took a position as a computer scientist at the Oil and Gas Research Institute. Shortly
afterward, he and his future wife, Natalia Stieglitz
(Avital), decided to emigrate to Israel and requested
exit visas.
Avital’s request was approved, but Sharansky was denied permission to leave because of his professional
training and position, and possibly because of his
activism in support of the right of Jews to emigrate.
Like other refuseniks (those refused permission to
leave), Sharansky was a frequent participant in demonstrations around the Moscow synagogue in 1973
and early 1974.

Helped Organize Helsinki Watch
Group in Moscow
Soon after his election, U.S. President Jimmy Carter
made the abuse of human
rights a priority issue in his
relations with the Soviet
Union. Soviet authorities
were angered by this approach and felt they had to
send a clear signal of their
displeasure. In July 1977,
the 30-year-old Sharansky
went on trial for high treason, accused of passing
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information to an unnamed Western
intelligence agency.
The four-day trial captured the attention of the Western press, for
both personal and political reasons.
Sharansky refused to accept his KGBappointed lawyer and, even though
he risked the death penalty, defended
himself. He was refused the right to
call witnesses or
to cross-examine
his accusers. At
the same time,
the desperate unhappiness of his
mother, Ida Milgrom, who kept
a lonely vigil outside the closed
Moscow courtroom,
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Natan Sharansky,

continued

raised the sympathies of millions of Americans. In the end, Sharansky was sentenced
to 13 years in jail.

Soviets Agree to Sharansky’s
Release as Part of an
Exchange of Agents
In late 1985, after the historic first meeting
between Chairman Mikhail Gorbachev and
President Ronald Reagan in Geneva, the
new Soviet leader decided to make a gesture
in the direction of improved relations. The
Soviets agreed to Sharansky’s release as part
of an exchange of convicted espionage agents
on both sides. He was released early on the
morning of February 11, 1986, at the border
separating East and West Berlin.

Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres and Foreign Minister
Yitzhak Shamir welcome Refusenik Natan Sharansky, together
with his wife, Avital, to Israel on February 11, 1986.

When he arrived in Israel, his political activism began.
He formed a party called
“Israel on the Rise” and
sought to represent the
needs and interests of Jews
from the former Soviet
Union.
In 1989, he was nominated as Israeli ambassador
to the United Nations. In
January 1997, as the Israeli
Cabinet Minister of Industry and Trade, Sharansky
returned to Moscow to
sign an economic cooperation agreement with Moscow Mayor Yuri Luzhkov

to boost trade between Israel and the
city. According to Sharansky, the ceremony took place in a sparkling hall,
next door to the building where he was arrested
20 years earlier—the last
time he saw anything of
Moscow other than Lefortovo Prison.
“It was very funny,”
Sharansky said. “Here I
was arrested, and 20 years
later I’m received with
state honors in the very
next building!”
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1. List the different “identities” that make up who Aaron Katz is. What might this tell you about
Israel or the Israeli people?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
2. Without looking back in the chapter, at this point in your reading which Israeli character do you
connect with the most, and why?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
3. Turn back to page 43. Name one advantage and one disadvantage to having that many political
parties.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
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Recent Activity
Omri shared a photo album: Hiking Trip!!!!
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Omri listened to Eyal Golan.
Omri listened to Moshe Peretz.

Omri Hazan Things are getting tense—
always it seems. Can’t wait to go home
for Shabbat.
4 days ago
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Write a comment. . .
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2 years ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .
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3 years ago
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Omri, Tali Levy, Jameela Issa, and Solomon
Barihun are now friends.
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Like • Comment • Share
9 people like this

Omri Hazan Check out this view. My favorite thing to do is go 4-wheeling through the Negev
desert. Robbie, wanna come along next time?
Robbie Green Of course!

Omri Hazan Great—we’ll also go later to take a dip (actually a float) in the Dead Sea and hike in
some of the most amazing canyons you’ll ever see.
Tali Levy Don’t forget to visit King Solomon’s Mines, the Jews’ last holdout against the Romans
at Mount Masada.
Omri Hazan Sure! And then I’ll take you back for dinner with my Nachal army mates at our urban
Kibbutz in Beersheva.
Aaron Katz Beersheva (the so-called capital of the Negev) is very cool, Robbie. It’s a place with
almost all Mizrahi and Sephardic Jews, because the government settled those Jews there in the years
of massive immigration in the ’50s. Believe it or not, the distinctions between Jewish populations—
Sephardic and Ashenazi—are pretty important in understanding Israel’s past, present and future.
Omri Hazan The most important thing to know—our Sephardic food is much better!! It actually
has flavors! My mom makes the most amazing fish and couscous.
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Like • Comment • Share
9 people like this

Robbie Green Different kinds of Jews, ay? BTW, what’s a kibbutz?

Omri Hazan Like a communal farm

Tali Levy To be technical, it’s an agricultural commune in which everyone works and lives together
equally. The kibbutz was a really important part of the settling of Israel in the very early days of
our country.
Aaron Katz My mother volunteered on a kibbutz when she was in college!

Sephardic, Ashkenazi and Mizrahi
Ashkenazi Jews: Descendants of Jews from France, Germany and Eastern Europe
Sephardic Jews: Descendants of Jews from Spain, Portugal, North Africa and the Middle
East
Mizrahi Jews: Descendants of the Jews from North Africa, the Middle East and the Caucasus
The three groupings of Jews can differ in terms of religious observance, social customs
and, not so long ago, social status in Israeli society.

Like • Comment • Share
9 people like this

Omri Hazan Not too unique, but one of my favorite things to do is go to the mall.

Tali Levy Everyone loves the mall, especially tourists

A

Solomon Barihun Let’s grab some Sbarros Pizza and gelato one day.

Robbie Green Umm, OK.

Omri Hazan Great, but first, you’re gonna have to learn some basic Hebrew to get by.
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Hebrew You Need to Know
Aliyah: Literally means “to rise up”; it’s the term used when a Jewish person moves from
outside the country to live in Israel. Moving to Israel is seen as a spiritual elevation for
Jewish people.
For example: Solomon, like many Ethiopian Jews, “made aliyah” in 1991.
Big waves of aliyah included: the Russia Jews escaping persecution in the early 1900s,
the Holocaust refugees in the 1940s, the Morrocan and Yemenite Jews in the 1950s, and
post-Soviet Russian Jews in the 1990s.
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Hebrew You Can Use
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Like • Comment • Share
50 people like this

Omri Hazan At least once a month, when I’m home from the Army and much more when I was
still in high school, I go out with my friends to party in Beersheva or Tel Aviv.
Robbie Green It looks like a crazy party!!!

Omri Hazan That’s actually pretty normal!

Tali Levy Tel Aviv is the most exciting city in the world. Everyone knows that the best culture in
the world is right here in Israel!
Omri Hazan Agreed. The energy is amazing, and I love to hear pop music and traditional music
played almost as one Israeli style.
Solomon Barihun I grew up dreaming of Jerusalem, but the big city is amazing. Jerusalem, and
smaller parts of the north and south, actually have some of the best clubs.
Robbie Green Completely and utterly fascinating.
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Mizrahi Music and Culture

T

he term Mizrahim, or Edot Hamizrah
(Eastern communities) grew in Israel
during the meeting of waves of immigrants from the Ashkenazi, Sephardic
and other Eastern Jewish communities. In modern Israeli usage, it refers to all Jews from North
African and West Asian countries, many of them
Arabic-speaking Muslim-majority countries.
While Mizrahi culture was largely marginalized in
the early years of the state, the music, food and
attitude of Mizrahi Jews has begun to enjoy mainstream acceptance. The turn toward things Mizrachi is also a reaction to the intensifying competition of Israeli life, a pressure release valve in the
stiff, super-rational world of modern, capitalist
Israel.
Oz Almog, a sociologist at the Jezreel Valley Academic College, sees the growing popularity of
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Mizrahi culture in Israel as part of a worldwide
trend.
“In this world you have to wear a mask. You have
to wear a mask for your boss, for your clients, even
in a way, for your family,” he says. “Plus you have
the recent Western influence of psychologizing
and psychoanalyzing; everybody is so self-conscious that people are fed up. They want to behave
simply, honestly. They want to ‘cut the bull.’ ”
Mizrahi culture fills this need very well. It’s a culture where you behave like you feel. In the end,
Israelis have relatively little tolerance for artificial
behavior. They may eat sushi because it’s considered cool, but what they really want is to wipe up a
plate of hummus. Mizrahi culture allows Israelis
to relax, to be Mediterranean, to be natural.
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6 people like this

Omri Hazan I know this picture looks random, but I want to mention about my father, Yair.

Robbie Green Love to meet him!

Omri Hazan I am really proud of my Abba for all sorts of reasons, but lately it’s because he’s part
of the new wave of technology that’s going to transform our country and one day make it possible
for people around the world to grow more food using fewer resources.
Aaron Katz No way! How?

Robbie Green I’m skeptical. . .

Omri Hazan My dad is using these trays of recycled plastic, made by Netafim, to catch rain and
even the dew and direct it straight to the plant’s roots. They also block weeds so he needs less
water and fertilizer.
Tali Levy Tal-Ya trays, right?

Like • Comment • Share
6 people like this

Omri Hazan Right! Israeli companies have developed technology to use software to irrigate only
the plants that need water and gravity drip systems for farming families, in places like Senegal
and Sri Lanka, which don’t have running water. They can now produce more crops on land that
used to be barren.
Robbie Green That’s the kind of food sustainability the world needs!

Aaron Katz All from our people’s experience creating this country in a desert.

Tali Levy Just another one of Israel’s amazing high-tech achievements. That’s why they call us The
Start-Up Nation!

H

Start-Up Nation

ow is it that Israel—a country of 8.5 million, that’s only 70 years old, surrounded by enemies, in a constant state of war since its founding, with no
natural resources—produces more start-up companies than large, peaceful
and stable nations like Japan, China, India, Korea, Canada and the UK?
How is it that Israel has, per person, attracted more than twice as much venture capital
as the United States and 30 times more than Europe?
Israel has more companies on the tech-oriented NASDAQ stock exchange than any
country outside the United States—more than all of Europe, India and China combined.
But Israeli innovation isn’t limited to computers, security and communications; the
Jewish state leads the world in medical device patents and is a strong global player in
clean tech and biotech.
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check in,
check it
out

Tel Aviv Style
There are more buildings built in the Bauhaus style in Tel Aviv than anywhere else in
the world, including any city in Germany. The Bauhaus
Art School in Dessau, Germany (based on the German
word for structure, bau) opened its doors in 1919. Its
unorthodox approach called upon students to “forget everything they had ever been taught” and “learn
to work with their hands.” The “White City” refers to
a collection of more than 4,000 Bauhaus buildings
built in Tel Aviv during the 1930s by German-Jewish
architects who immigrated to the British Mandate of
Palestine after the rise of the Nazis. In 2003, the U.N.
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization proclaimed Tel Aviv’s White City a World Cultural Heritage site.

Jerusalem stone is a name applied to
various types of limestone common
in and around Jerusalem, which have
been used for building since ancient
times. One of these limestones, meleke,
has been used in many of the region’s
most celebrated structures, including
the Western Wall. Municipal laws in
Jerusalem require that all buildings be
faced with local Jerusalem stone. The
ordinance dates back to the British
Mandate.
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Krav Maga: The Israeli Martial Art
Krav Maga was founded by a European Jew named Imi Lichtenfeld, who made aliyah to
Israel in the 1930s. After moving to Israel, he continued to develop a new, very practical
form of self-defense as a member of the pre-State army called the Haganah. He refined a
martial art for the Israeli Defense Forces that was so simple and practical, it could easily
be learned by men, women and children.

Basic Principles of Krav Maga
Krav Maga teaches four basic principles:
1. Make sure the threat is neutralized. This means make sure the person can no
longer attack you.
2. Avoid getting injured. Take measures to protect your body, which could mean
the difference between life and
death.
3. Strike points that are vulnerable. It is important you strike
your attacker in the most vulnerable points possible. You
want to be sure you render the
person ineffective.
4. Attack rather than defend.
Make sure you start attacking
rather than defending as soon
as possible.
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Idan Raichel
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Raichel Sings the Blues
By Dalia Karpei

Ha’aretz January 18, 2005

U

ntil six months ago, Idan Raichel was an unknown keyboard musician. Today, after selling
nearly 60,000 copies of his CD “Idan Raichel’s
Project,” he is almost a household name in Israel. Without any prior warning, the debut album of a musician
from nowhere that fuses Israeli pop with Ethiopian
music, mixes Hebrew with Amharic, and was recorded
with the participation of guest musicians and singers
in Raichel’s home studio with no outside financing became the equivalent of a tribal bonfire.
At weddings and memorial ceremonies, the album’s
hit songs—“Bo’’ (“Come”), “I’m Telekh” (“If You Go”)
and “Medabrim B’Sheket” (“Speaking Silently”) are
anthems, almost part of the canon.
“Raichel is the most refreshing thing that happened to
Israeli music this year,” says Dubi Lentz, a music programmer for Army Radio and a member of the European Forum for World Music Festivals. “Raichel’s music touches on everything that is happening today in
current music and is connected with the tremendous
interest in Ethiopian music, and it does the touching
so delicately that it’s just pure fun. I played the CD for
people abroad, and they were all enthusiastic.”
The group’s appearance at Bar-Ilan University on Students’ Day was “amazing and moving,” says Cabra
Kasai, 21, the Ethiopian singer in the group who performs the music on stage. Born in Sudan, she was an
infant when her parents were brought to Israel during
Operation Moses in 1982. She grew up and went to
school in the northern Negev town of Kiryat Malakhi
and served in the Education Corps’ singing troupe in
the army. It was there that Kasai met Raichel, who did
reserve duty as the troupe’s musical arranger. During
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the recent performance, she sang and
recited a text in Amharic.
“Raichel knew my voice and my vocal
range, so he asked me to be in the show,”
she says. She is still on a high from the
performance at Bar-Ilan, which took
place the night before we spoke.
“Hundreds of people sang along with
us—they all knew the words by heart—
and screamed and asked for autographs. The girls tore their hair out and
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Raichel Sings the Blues,

continued

shouted, ‘Idan, Idan, I love you!’ How is he
going to cope with that? Well, he chose this
profession, so he’ll have to deal with it.”

It’s My CD
At Moshav Ganei Yam, in the Sharon area,
Raichel conducts a rehearsal with tranquility that projects self-confidence. Taking
part are the singers Wogdaras “Avi” Wassa,
a young Ethiopian singer who grew up in a
trailer camp at Naveh Carmel in Haifa; Din
Aviv and Cabra Kasai; and four others. They
are preparing for the official premiere performance of “Idan Raichel’s Project” at the
annual World Music Festival, a top-quality event.
“I left my job as a security guard for the train and
joined him,” says Wassa, 22, who did her army service
in the Paratroop Brigade and has so far sung only in
Amharic at clubs and weddings. “We are really cool
about one another; we’re like a family,” she enthuses.

All Grist for the Mill
Raichel, 25, is quiet and modest, and his cautious
choice of words reflects a tormented soul. He “agonized tremendously” before deciding to go on stage
with the Project. “But when the offer from the festival came, I said, that’s it, we’re jumping into the deep
end.” The songs will be performed by a small vocal
group, and Raichel, who once said that he sings “like
an omelet,” will sing anyway at the snazzy Performing Arts Center.
The idea of an encounter between cultural extremities is not new in music, of course, and Raichel is not
the first in this country to weave Ethiopian elements

with local pop, which is Western in
spirit. Still, his melting-pot experience
made it come out natural and simple,
yet also deep and penetrating. The precision is surprising in light of the fact
that Raichel’s music does not have a
family foundation. He is an Israeliborn Ashkenazi.
“My music has two aspects: There are
the words and the melodies I write, and
there are the fusions I create between
ethnic groups, between currents and
between people, and in the encounter
between them everything is open,” he
explains.
The lyrics of his big hit were also born
this way, in a spontaneous encounter
with voices that interest him: “A young
Ethiopian woman I met in Kfar Sava
wrote a text for me, a love letter saying
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continued

that she can’t fall asleep at night, so she
goes downstairs, sits on the bench next to
the house, and thinks about how happy she
will be when she sees her beloved. I never
heard anyone talk like that in my life, certainly not a native-born Israeli woman. It’s
an experience from a previous life. That text
went into ‘Come.’ ”
What is your connection with Ethiopian music in
the first place?
Raichel: “I don’t have any special empathy
for the Ethiopian community, though the
Ethiopians in Israel are a community that reflects
powerful authenticity.
I record with Ethiopians for the same reason that I
record with others—with Sergio Brahms, a singer
and musician from the Caribbean, for example. I recorded a prayer of Kasahu Zimro, the kes [spiritual
leader] of Kfar Sava, with a Hebrew prayer by Yosef
Cohen, for the same reason that I go to the Yemenite
synagogue in our neighborhood in Kfar Sava and record there. I record all the time. I don’t limit it to
Ethiopian music. The album originally had a piece
with Arabic music, which was dropped in the final
editing, because it didn’t fit the overall concept.”
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it forward. I have no roots, and I don’t
have a place where I could come from.
I am a native-born Israeli. My parents
were also born here. One grandfather is
from Russia and the other is from Poland, and there is a grandmother who
came from Germany. So I have no musical roots from the tribal or ethnic point
of view, and when you have no roots,
you have perspective. You can float and
look at things from above, identify all
kinds of other roots and make things
out of them.”

Could it be that you are looking for a musical identity?

Stuck With Music

“Many people in Israel have strong roots. Groups,
such as Lips or Sahara, have powerful Moroccan
roots. Some people take those roots and transpose
them to the center or to the extremities. Ofra Haza
took her Yemenite music and brought it into the
mainstream, Kobi Oz took Tea-Packs and brought

Idan’s mother, Rachel, is a secretary,
and his father is the manager of an
earth-moving company. His older
brother, who is 29, is in computers;
his 21-year-old sister is doing make-up
high-school matriculation exams; and
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Raichel Sings the Blues,
his younger brother, 17, is in high school. When he
was growing up, the family lived in a small home in
Kfar Sava; today they have a spacious home in the
city, where “everyone has his own space and territory.
For my parents, the home was always more important than anything else, certainly more than a career.”
“Keith Jarrett influenced me a lot,” he says of the
American jazz pianist and composer. “I love the supposedly undefined things he can do.”
Raichel was drafted in 1995 and played keyboard instruments for army troupes. Ten days before his discharge, he got an offer to become an instructor at a
summer camp in Hadasim, a boarding school north
of Tel Aviv, and when he showed an excellent rapport
with the Ethiopian children there, he was invited to
stay on. Some of the Ethiopian kids at Hadasim liked
hip-hop; others preferred original Ethiopian music.
Raichel asked them where he could find cassettes
with that music, and he started to listen, record and
collect.
He made a living playing the piano in pop-rock shows
of top singers, such as Iggy Waxman, Eran Tzur and
Ivri Lider. In the meantime, working in an improvised
studio in the basement of his home in Kfar Sava, he
put together the Project, piece by piece, with the help
of 30 musicians, ranging in age from 16 to 80.
Now that nearly 60,000 copies of the album have been sold,
how would you describe your frame of mind?
“Once there was a guy who went to the doctor because
he had a bone stuck in his throat. While he groaned
and choked, the doctor succeeded in removing the

continued

bone. ‘Wow, you saved me; how can I
thank you,’ the guy asked the doctor.
He replied, ‘Give me half of what you
were ready to pay me when the bone was
stuck in your throat.’ Before the Project
was realized, and I very much hoped
that it would be, the people who took
part in it dreamed, like me, that one
day we would make our voices heard.
What I wanted, I got. But you have to
be very careful not to get greedy, and
you have to beware of success. I read
traditional texts and books like Job and
Ecclesiastes, and you have to remember
very well the statement, ‘Know where
you came from and where you are going’ [which is recited at funerals]. You
don’t have to know everything—you
can flow with things—but you must
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never forget where you
came from and where
you were half a year
ago, and where you
were two years ago, because there are things
you can’t quantify into
money. The fact that
you are making people feel good is one of
those things.

Idan Raichel Discography
2002

The Idan Raichel Project

2005

Mi’ma’amakim (Out of the Depths)

2008

Within My Walls

2011

Traveling Home

2012

The Tel Aviv Session
(Touré-Raichel Collective)
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2013

Quarter to Six

2014

The Paris Session (Touré-Raichel Collective)

2015

At the Edge of the Beginning (solo)

2017

Piano Songs Live (solo)
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THE CULTURE
1. Imagine that Idan Raichel had grown up in LA instead of Israel, but he still had the same attitude toward life. What would he be doing (musically)? Describe who his band members might be.
Where would he live in LA?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
2. How would you describe Israeli culture to someone who doesn’t know anything about it?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why do you think a soldier (Omri) from an originally minority culture (Sephardic) was chosen to
narrate this chapter?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
4. Explain why you think or do not think the characters in this book believable in terms of their
ability to discuss tense topics without coming to blows?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
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“As dawn broke this morning and a new day began, new life came into the
world. Babies were born in Jerusalem. Babies were born in Amman.
But this morning is different.
“The peace that was born today gives us all the hope that the children born today
will never know war between us, and their Mothers will know no
sorrow: Shalom, Salaam, Peace.”
—Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, Signing the Peace Treaty with Jordan, October 26, 1994

Chapter 5: The Challenge
the many faces book

Search

Jameela Issa
Friends

Subscribed

Message

Worked at Tsomet Sefarrim (The Book Corner)
Studies at Tel Aviv University
Lives in Ramla, Israel
Married to Youssef Issa

Jameela Issa Posted on Al-Nakba Day
2012
2 hours ago

Recent Activity
Jameela liked Al-Nakba Day 2012.

Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Jameela and Robbie Green are now friends.
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Like • Comment
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3 years ago
Like • Comment
Write a comment. . .

Jameela liked Orjuwan Lounge, Ramallah,
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Jameela Issa Here is the village I grew up in. Sakhnin—it’s a very special place to me.

Robbie Green Very cool. What was it like growing up there?

Jameela Issa After the war in 1948, only half the Arabs still lived here. My family made it through,
but we still miss our friends and family who left and never came back.
Aaron Katz Hold on a second. In 1948, Israel’s Independence was recognized by the UN on a tiny
sliver of land. The Arab states rejected a partition plan that would have created a Jewish State and
a Palestinian State, and 22 Arab nations declared war and attacked Israel.
Robbie Green So do you feel Israeli, Jameela?

Jameela Issa Well, this is my land…

Omri Hazan But you have to admit, your family lives better, much better, than Arabs in any other
Arab country.
Aaron Katz Right: You vote, you are free to run our own affairs, free to worship as you please. You
don’t even need to serve in the military here; community-based national service is even optional.
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Tali Levy All true, but our society still discriminates in some ways. Over the years services and
benefits to the Arab sector in Israel have improved, but as a Jewish Israeli I for one won’t stop until
all citizens in my country are treated 100% equally.
Jameela Issa In my neighborhood we have to fight just to make sure the electrical
company comes to fix any problems, and I know that when I am done with the university, I will
have a much harder time finding a job. And how can we ignore what is going on with our family
in Gaza and the West Bank?
Omri Hazan That’s the fault of the Palestinian Leaders. We are the ones who’ve tried for peace
before. Look at the Oslo Agreement in 1995 and the Camp David Accords in 2000. After genuine
offers, we were met with the 2nd Intifada that saw two years of suicide bombings inside our
country kill around 1,000 innocent Israelis. And let’s not even talk about the thousands of rockets
from Gaza we’ve faced since unilaterally pulling our army and citizens out of that land in 2005
as a move toward peace.
Jameela Issa Yet my family and I suffer. Blame them all you want, but you have all the power.

Tali Levy Many of us are working to help. . .but a solution sometimes seems far away.

Like • Comment • Share
10 people like this

Jameela Issa My typical day on campus
Robbie Green I’m very impressed.

Jameela Issa While most people only see me as an Arab and a Muslim woman and think they know
what that means, I live a life that surprises them.
Aaron Katz Do you—or any women—pray 5 times a day?
Jameela Issa I am Muslim and very proud of my faith but consider myself to be non-religious. I am
studying to get my degree in computer engineering, but I don’t want to stay here in Tel Aviv.
Tali Levy I can’t believe it! Where else would you want to live?

Jameela Issa I would like to live back in Sakhnin or maybe in Haifa. I am an Israeli—and I am also a
Palestinian.
Solomon Barihun Well, the North is amazing.

Robbie Green Coming to Israel was the best idea ever!
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The Different Faces—and Faiths—of Israel

M

uslim Arabs are almost 1 million
strong in Israel. Most of them are
Sunni and reside mainly in small
towns and villages. Over half of
them live in the country’s northern regions.
Bedouin Arabs, also Muslim (estimated at some
170,000), belong to some 30 tribes. A majority
of Bedouin are scattered over a wide area in the
South. Formerly nomadic shepherds, the Bedouin are currently in transition from a tribal social
framework to a permanently settled society and
are gradually entering Israel’s labor force.
Christian Arabs, 117,000 in number, live mainly
in urban areas, including Nazareth, Shfar’am and
Haifa. Although many denominations are nominally represented, the majority are affiliated with
the Greek Catholic, Greek Orthodox and Roman
Catholic churches.

The Druze, 117,000 Arabic-speakers, living in 22
villages in northern Israel, constitute a separate
cultural, social and religious community. While
the Druze religion is not accessible to outsiders,
one known aspect of its philosophy is the concept
of taqiyya, which calls for complete loyalty by its
adherents to the government of the country in
which they reside.
The Circassians, comprising some 3,000 people
concentrated in two northern villages, are Sunni
Muslims, although they share neither the Arab
origin nor the cultural background of the larger
Islamic community. While maintaining a distinct
ethnic identity, they participate in Israel’s economic
and national affairs without assimilating either
into Jewish society or into the Muslim community.
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Jameela Issa This is how it looked in the beginning.

Tali Levy I’m usually the one sharing these types of maps. J

Jameela Issa Well, all the wars have been tough for us but in different ways.

Omri Hazan I’ve never heard an Israeli-Arab say that.

Jameela Issa My family suffered in the ’50s—1967 for sure, in the Six Day War. At the time,
nobody knew what would happen, then all of a sudden Israel completely controlled Gaza, Jerusalem, the West Bank, and the Golan Heights.
Omri Hazan Are you kidding me?!? In ’67 our tiny nation was ganged up on by all our Arab
“neighbors” who jumped at the same time to push us into the sea. What exactly were we supposed
to do? It’s a miracle our tiny, powerful army was able to fight back and give us room to breathe in
only 6 days! You just don’t understand . . .
Jameela Issa In 1973 there was also very bad fighting up where my family lives during the Yom
Kippur War, and even as recent as 2006, so many Israelis view us as part of the enemy, but our
villages were also getting hit by rockets from Lebanon.
Tali Levy More proof that this whole conflict needs to be solved.
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The 1967 War

I

n May 1967, Egyptian President Gamel Abdel Nasser closed the Straits of Tiran, effectively strangling Israel at the most important sea access to commerce with other
nations. Egypt, Syria and Jordan, with the support of Iraq and other Arab nations,
agreed to attack Israel and destroy it. Israel watched massive armies gather on the
southern, eastern and northern borders with desperate alarm. After appealing to each of
these nations to desist and enter into peaceful negotiations, and after unsuccessfully appealing to America and the world community for assistance, Israel mobilized its forces
in June, launched peremptory attacks on each of its hostile neighbors and, in six short
days, achieved a stunning victory.
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Like • Comment • Share
36 people like this

Robbie Green To the best Israeli friends in the world! What a great shot I got to end my filming!
Omri Hazan L’chayim!

Jameela Issa Cheers

A

Solomon Barihun Letenachin!!! (That’s Amharic, the Ethiopian dialect, for Cheers)

Robbie Green Funny thing is, other than a little bit at the end with Jameela, Omri, and Tali—one
thing everyone usually talks about—the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict—barely came up. Any other last
thoughts on the future? Any chance for peace?
Tali Levy I grew up in a left-wing youth movement, and I was in the square rallying for peace the
day Rabin was shot. There is no other way than peace. We didn’t come to this land to conquer and
destroy but to show the world the path to peace. I believe there needs to be two states—an Israeli
one and a Palestinian one, living side by side in peace.
Aaron Katz Of course I want peace, but it’s complicated. The land that everyone seems to want to
give to the Palestinians for their own country is the West Bank of the Jordan River, but to me that’s
Judea and Samaria, where Abraham and Sarah were buried, where Jacob walked and. . . It’s not an
easy question. And Jerusalem? Forget it. . .

Like • Comment • Share
36 people like this

Omri Hazan In the army, I serve in the territories. I don’t like serving there, walking around other
peoples’ communities with my gun—driving in tanks. But I also know what the reality is. One time
a young guy drove up to our checkpoint with an older guy in the back claiming the older guy was
having a heart attack and needed to rush to a hospital in Israel, which we normally allow. A quick
search of the vehicle, and we found 5 loaded automatic rifles and some other explosives. I don’t
know. I hope there is a solution. I’m just not sure the other side really wants true peace.
Jameela Issa I see the big picture. People want to live in dignity, with pride and respect, in their
own land. Some Palestinians are beginning to realize they can never return to their grandfather’s
home in places like Jaffa and Sahknin. Now they want a respectable seat at the table of nations, to
have a land in the West Bank and Gaza that they can call their own, like all their other nations.
Solomon Barihun It’s so complicated. I hope, but I’m not sure. I just sing: Od Yavoh Shalom
Aleynu, Od Yavoh Salaam Aleynu. . .May God bring us, may we bring for ourselves, Israelis and
Palestinians, Jews and Arabs, peace unto each other and unto our children.
Omri Hazan Like Israel!!!!

Aaron Katz Amen.

Robbie Green A-MEN!

86

Chapter 5: The Challenge

Chapter 5: The Challenge

THE CHALLENGE
1. “Celebration or catastrophe”? Two people in a very tiny land held two completely different views
of the same event (the founding of the State of Israel). In your own community, describe a similar
situation.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
2. If you are a “typical” Jewish Israeli citizen in Israel, what might you view as the top challenge
facing your country? If you are a “typical” Israeli-Arab, what might you view as the top challenge
facing your country?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
3. After reading “The Culture” chapter, you watched the video “Distant Friends.” In the scene on the
beach, the characters disagree with each other—sometimes vehemently—but part just as friendly
as when they arrive. How do you think this dynamic—talking about tough stuff without shutting
down or screaming—is possible?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
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Struggles of the Middle Ages

B

lood libel was the allegation that Jews
murder non-Jews, especially Christian
children, in order to obtain blood for
the making of Matzah Passover or other
rituals; most blood libels occurred close to Passover. The blood libel led to trials and massacres of
Jews in the Middle Ages and early modern times,
and was revived by the Nazis. The blood libel (libel
is a false allegation) was particularly ironic given
that a Jew may not ingest blood in any form (it’s
a violation of the Kosher laws). Tragically, Jews in
every generation lost their lives due to this horrible lie.
As the Black Death epidemics devastated Europe
in the mid-14th century, annihilating more than
a half the population, Jews were taken as scapegoats. Rumors spread that they caused the disease by deliberately poisoning wells. Hundreds of
Jewish communities were destroyed by violence;

hundreds were burned at the stake or drowned in
wells. If they didn’t “confess” voluntarily to the
crime, a confession was obtained through torture.
Jews were subject to a wide range of legal disabilities and restrictions throughout the Middle Ages,
some of which lasted until the end of the 19th
century. Jews were excluded from most trades.
Often Jews were barred from all occupations but
money-lending and peddling, and even these were
forbidden at times. The number of Jews permitted
to reside in different places was limited; they were
concentrated in ghettos and were not allowed to
own land. They were subject to discriminatory
taxes when entering cities or districts other than
their own and were forced to swear special Jewish
Oaths and wear yellow Stars of David to identify
themselves as Jews.

Russian Anti-Semitism

C

zar Catherine the Great sought to get
rid of Russia’s Jews, and in 1791, she
established the Pale of Settlement as a
dumping place. More than 90 percent
of Russia’s Jews were crammed into the Pale. This
settlement covered the territory of present-day
Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, Ukraine and Belorussia. Even within the Pale, Jews were discriminated
against: They paid double taxes, were forbidden to
lease land, run taverns or receive higher education.

In addition, thousands of Jews fell victim to devastating pogroms (outbreaks of violence against
Jews in Europe) in the 1870s and 1880s. The pogroms, boycotts and other anti-Semitic depredations Jews faced in the Pale led to mass immigration to the United States (2 million between 1881
and 1914).
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